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SSUSH19 Examine the origins, major 

developments, and the domestic impact of 

World War II, including the growth of the 

federal government.



World War II:  

Allies Versus Axis, 1939-1945

The combatants in World War II were as follows:

• Allies:  Great Britain, France, United States, Australia, 

Canada, China, Soviet Union and others including many non-

Axis aligned European and Latin American states.

• Axis:  Germany, Italy, Japan and a number of other Southern 

and Eastern European and Southeast Asian states.

Although nominally non-aligned, Spain, under its semi-fascist 

government, gave aid and support to the Axis powers.*

Note that Britain and France declared war on Germany in 1939, 

but the U.S. did not enter the war until 1941.

JSC



SSUSH19a. Investigate the origins 

of U.S. involvement in the war 

including Lend-Lease and the 

Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.



The Neutrality Acts

• As not only the U.S., but the world struggled to emerge from 
the depression, military dictators in several countries began 
to gain power (Germany, Italy, Japan, Russia).

• Worried that the U.S. would be drawn into another European 
war, Congress passed the Neutrality Act of 1935, which 
made it illegal for Americans to sell weapons to any country 
at war and warned citizens that traveling on warring 
countries’ ships was at their own risk.

• The Neutrality Act of 1936 renewed the 1935 act and made 
loans to those at war (except civil war) illegal. 

• The Neutrality Act of 1937 renewed the 1936 act, removed 
the civil war exclusion, and required “cash and carry” (goods 
purchased from the U.S. had to be paid in cash and 
transported on non U.S. ships).

Why would Congress insist

on goods being transported 

on non-U.S. ships?



World War II and 

the U.S. Response

• On September 3, 1939, Britain and France 
declared war against Germany in response 
to Hitler’s invasion of Poland.

• Many Americans favored helping the 
British, but the U.S. remained neutral 
under the Neutrality Acts. 

• By 1940 France had been overrun by the 
German army and Britain was running out 
of money to fight the war.



The Lend-Lease Program
• Many Americans feared that if the British lost the war, 

then the U.S. would be the Axis Powers’ next target.

• To circumvent the Neutrality Act’s “cash and carry” 

policy, Congress passed the Lend-Lease Act.

• The lend-lease program allowed the U.S. to send 

weapons to Britain if Britain promised to pay rent or 

return them after the war.



Japan Enters the War

• By the late 19th century, Japan had transformed itself 

into an imperial, industrial nation.

• An island country, Japan depended on the U.S. for many 

strategic materials (natural resources used for defense 

or warfare, e.g., oil, steel, iron ore, rubber, etc.).

• When Japan invaded Manchuria in 1931 to protect its 

colonial interests there, the U.S. reduced the amount of 

oil being shipped to Japan.

• In 1940, the U.S. placed an embargo on Japan, refusing 

to sell the Japanese airplane fuel and other goods which

could be used for war against the British who had 

colonies in the Pacific.

• By 1940, Japan had allied itself with Germany and Italy.



Attack on Pearl Harbor
• In an attempt to cripple the U.S. Navy’s pacific fleet, the 

Japanese attacked the U.S. naval base at Pearl Harbor, 

Hawaii without warning on December 7, 1941, sinking or 

damaging 21 ships and killing over 2,400 Americans.

• The U.S. declared war on Japan the following day, and 

Japan’s allies Germany and Italy declared war on the U.S.



SSUSH19e. Examine Roosevelt's 

use of executive powers including 

the integration of defense 

industries and the internment of 

Japanese-Americans. 



Proposed march on Washington, D.C., and 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s response.

• In January 1941, A. Philip 
Randolph, an African 
American union leader, 
began organizing a protest 
march on Washington, D.C. 
over discriminatory hiring 
practices in national 
defense jobs.

• In response to the threatened
march, Roosevelt issued an 
executive order on June 25, 
1941 declaring that the 
defense industry would not 
discriminate based on race, 
creed, color, or national 
origin. 

A. Philip Randolph with Eleanor   Roosevelt

A. Philip Randolph and Eleanor Roosevelt



Internment

• In December 1941, Roosevelt issued another 
executive order, this one requiring enemy aliens 
(Germans, Italians, and Japanese) to register 
with the police.

• Shortly afterward the president lifted the order 
for Germans and Italians, but not for Japanese.

• The attack on Pearl Harbor made many 
Americans feel that Japanese as well as 
Japanese Americans were a threat.

• In response to this fear, Roosevelt issued 
another executive order creating the War 
Relocation Authority.



Internment

• Under the order, 90% of the Japanese Americans living 

in California were forced to sell all their possessions and 

relocate to camps in several western states.

• The internments were challenged in 1944 under 

Korematsu v. U.S. but was upheld by the Supreme Court. 



SSUSH19d. Investigate the domestic impact of 

the war including war mobilization, as indicated 

by rationing, wartime conversion, and the role 

of women and African Americans.



War Mobilization
• To prepare the country for war, President Roosevelt issued an 

executive order in 1939 creating the War Production Board.

• This agency regulated the switch of industries from producing 

consumer goods to war-time production.

• For example, the automobile industry switched from making mostly 

automobiles to almost exclusively making tanks, jeeps, trucks, and 

airplanes.

Ed JSC



War Mobilization
• Ship yards switched to producing 

“Liberty Ships,” which were war-time 

cargo vessels.



Rationing and Victory Gardens
• During the war, the government limited the amount of tires, 

oil, certain foods and other products used by civilians so 
these materials could be used for the war effort.

• Rationing was chiefly accomplished via couponing.  
Families had to register to receive coupon books. 

• Registration usually took place at a local school.

Ed. 
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Role of Women in War Industries

• With many men 

fighting overseas, 

women took over 

factory jobs to help the 

war effort.

• The most famous 

propaganda tool used 

to draw women into the 

workforce was “Rosie 

the Riveter.” 





Women in the Military

• Eleanor Roosevelt was an outspoken 

advocate for the service of women in the 

military.

• Ultimately, women served in a variety of 

non-combat roles in the following military 

and defense industry organizations:
– WA(A)C (Women’s Army (Auxiliary) Corps)

– WAVES (Women Accepted for Volunteer Emergency 

Service)

– WOW (Women Ordinance Workers)

– Nurses and Red Cross volunteers







Good Work, Sister!

“In their own words 

these women reveal the 

pride they took in their 

work and the loss they 

felt when they were once 

again relegated to 

women’s work at war's 

end"
-Sherna Gluck, Director, Oral 

History Program, Dept of 

History,Co-Director, Virtual 

Oral/Aural History Archive, 

California State University, Long 

Beach



African Americans in the War
• When WWII erupted, over 2.5 million black men registered 

for the draft.

• One million served. . . in all of the branches of the Armed 

Forces during conflict. 

• Most black men who served were in the Army. . . [in] 

segregated combat support groups. 

• More than 12,000. . . served in the segregated 92nd 

Division received citations and were decorated for their 

effort, and 

• the all-black 761st Tank Battalion received the Presidential 

Unit Citation for “extraordinary heroism.”

• [T]he 99th Fighter Squadron, popularly known as the 

Tuskegee Airmen. . . became legendary for their heroic 

feats during the war.
Excerpts from https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-by-era/world-war-ii/essays/patriotism-crosses-color-line-african-americans-

world-war-ii



The Tuskegee Airmen

The Tuskegee Airmen became legendary for their heroic feats during the war and 

received a Distinguished Unit Citation, several silver stars, 150 distinguished flying 

crosses, fourteen bronze stars, and 744 air medals. 
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-by-era/world-war-ii/essays/patriotism-crosses-color-line-african-americans-world-war-ii

http://www.friendsoftuskegeeairmennhs.org/tag/tuskegee-experience/
http://www.friendsoftuskegeeairmennhs.org/tag/tuskegee-experience/


SSUSH19b. Examine the Pacific Theater including the difficulties the 

U.S. faced in delivering weapons, food, and medical supplies to troops, 

the Battle of Midway, Manhattan Project and the dropping of the atomic 

bombs. 

SSUSH19c. Examine the European Theater including difficulties the 

U.S. faced in delivering weapons, food, and medical supplies to troops, 

D-Day, and the Fall of Berlin. 

• There were two major regions of military operations in World War II:

1. The European theater, and 

2. The Pacific theater.

• Many other areas were also contested, such as the 

Mediterranean/North Africa and Mainland Asia (China/India/Burma).

• Still, the majority of action took place in Europe and the Pacific 

Ocean.

• Some of the greatest challenges facing the U.S. were logistical (i.e., 

planning, organizing and executing the procurement and movement 

of supplies, weapons and personnel necessary to conduct far-flung 

campaigns).
JSC







Battle of Midway (June 1942)

• The Japanese planned on invading Midway 
Island in order to lure U.S. aircraft carriers into a 
trap, and destroy the remaining U.S. Pacific fleet.

• Unknown to the Japanese, the U.S. had broken 
their secret code, and knew of the impending 
attack.

• The U.S. Navy sank four Japanese carriers, and 
shot down 320 planes, badly crippling the 
Japanese navy.

• This battle is considered the turning point in the 
war against Japan-after Midway, the U.S. goes 
on the offensive against Japan.



Battle of Midway

• How did the Battle of Midway change the war in the Pacific?



D-Day (June 6, 1944) 

• By 1944, the Allies had control over European 

skies and began to plan a land invasion of Axis 

controlled Europe.

• The invasion of the French region of Normandy 

was code named Operation Overlord.

Ed. 
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The D-Day Invasion of Europe

• The Allies chose to attack the Germans in 

France on the coast of Normandy.

• 100,000 soldiers and 23,000 paratroopers 

participated in the attack.

The invasion of France 

caught the Germans by 

surprise. Looking at the

map, where do you think 

the Germans thought the

invasion would land? Why?



D-Day
• The invasion caught the Germans by surprise because 

the Allies had deceived the Germans into thinking the 

landings would occur at either Calais or Norway.

• Heavy American casualties occurred at Omaha Beach.

• This invasion was the turning point of the war in Europe:  

within two months, the Allies had over one million troops 

in France.

Ed. 

JSC



The D-Day Invasion: June 6, 1944

JSC







The Fall of Berlin

• After victory at the Battle of the 
Bulge in January 1945, the Allies 
closed in on Germany from the 
West as the Soviets closed in 
from the East.

• As these forces neared 
Germany’s capital city of Berlin, 
it became apparent the Allies 
would win the war.

• On April 27, Mussolini was 
captured and killed by pro-Allied 
Italian resistance forces; Hitler 
committed suicide three days 
later.

• Assisted by American bombing 
runs on Berlin, the Soviet Army 
closed in and finally captured the 
city. 

• Within a week, the German army 
surrendered, ending the war in 
Europe. Ed. JSC



FDR’s Death

• U.S. President Franklin Delano Roosevelt died of a cerebral hemorrhage in 

his home at Warm Springs, Georgia, on April 12,1945.

JSC



V-E Day

• On May 8, 1945, the World War II Allies 
formally accepted the unconditional 
surrender of the armed forces of Nazi 
Germany, thus ending Adolf Hitler's 
Third Reich.

• The day of surrender in Europe is known 
as V-E Day (Victory in Europe Day).

• In the Pacific Theatre, war with Japan 
continued

JSC



b. Examine the Pacific Theater including the difficulties 

the U.S. faced in delivering weapons, food, and medical 

supplies to troops, the Battle of Midway, Manhattan 

Project and the dropping of the atomic bombs. 

• Manhattan Project was the code name 

for the Top Secret U.S. program to 

develop of atomic (nuclear) weapons.

• Much of the development took place in 

secret at the University of Chicago and a 

secret lab in Los Alamos, New Mexico.

• The first successful nuclear detonation test 

occurred in New Mexico on July 16, 1945.



Mushroom cloud of 'Gadget' over 

Trinity, seconds after detonation



Hiroshima After the Bomb:  

Nagarekawa Methodist Church



The Human Toll of Atomic Weapons in 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki

• [T]he energy released by atomic weapons. . . in brightness is 

comparable to the sun, and the temperatures and 

pressure are comparable to those in the sun’s interior. 

The light rays consist of thermal radiation that burns the 

cities and bodies and nuclear radiation. . . penetrates the 

body.

• [A] quarter to a third of the population was killed by 

burns, trauma or radiation. . . . The principal delayed 

effects of radiation concern the development of cancer, 

especially among those exposed in early childhood 

compared to adults; the brain damage to the fetus born to 

mothers exposed to the atomic bomb; and the genetic 

effects to the children born to the survivors.

From http://www.aasc.ucla.edu/cab/index.html JSC



V-J Day

• In August 1945, the U.S. dropped two 

atomic bombs on Japan (at the cities of 

Hiroshima on August 6, 1945 and 

Nagasaki on August 9) to force Japan’s 

surrender, thus ending World War II.

• August 14 is known as V-J Day (V-J for 

Victory over Japan



John Hersey’s Hiroshima
John Hersey’s book Hiroshima describes the experiences of six Hiroshima 

citizens who survived the blast.  The book was chosen by New York 

University as the best work of reporting in the 20th century.  Forty years 

later, Hersey updated the story of these people’s lives in a new edition.


